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“Let’s Celebrate” Session

Our shortened week at Dimensions
has been spent celebrating! Children
put their party planning skills to
work creating fun-filled events
featuring interesting snacks,
decorations, games and whatever
else their imaginations dreamed up
this week for an “Un-Birthday Party”
on Friday.
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Qutside on the Nature Explore™ Classroom

Summer Sessions Bookshelf
First Animals by Paradise Press
The Very Lonely Firefly by Eric Carle
One Little Seed by Elaine Greenstein
This Is Your Garden by Maggie Smith
Monk Camps Out by Emily Arnold McCully
Happy Birthday to You! by Dr. Seuss
The Secret Birthday Message by Eric Carle
Go Dog Go by PD. Eastman
One Two Three to the Zoo by Eric Carle
If You're Happy and You Know It by Jane

Cabrera
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Children Celebrate Throughout the Week

Infants

Infants have explored items that are red and
watched bubbles float through the air. The
bubbles brought smiles to their faces as
they chased and reached toward them!

The infants continued their outdoor
experiences by going on a nature walk and
then exploring the different plants on the
Nature Explore Classroom by touching,
smelling and sometimes tasting them.

ol They explored
the water table
by splashing
and pouring
water....they
even gave the
flowers a

During the week we read “First Animals;”
“The Very Lonely Firefly;”“The Secret
Birthday Message;” and, “Go Dog Go. We
also played with bird puppets. As teachers
read the books and engaged in puppet play
we pointed to the insects and birds, raised
our arms and flapped them like a bird
would. The infants flapped their arms, too!
For the insects we used the sign for
butterfly and put infants” hands together.

Contributed by Joleen Podtburg and Denise Topil

Toddlers

Toddler A
splish-
splashed
through the
week as we
answered
the question
“Does it
sink or
float?”

We took a
nature walk to collect many nature items
for our sink-or-float experiment. We found
many interesting things including corn,
rocks, leaves, grass, pinecones and
woodchips. Miss Joy also brought in
seashells for our experiment.

After filling two aquariums with water, we
put our nature items in the water and
watched as they either sank to the bottom or
floated on the top. Erik exclaimed, “The
seashell go down!” after he dropped it into
the water. Liem was determined to make the
plastic star keychain sink as it stubbornly
continued to raise to the surface, no matter
how far she R

pushed it down.
Erik encountered
the same
challenge when
he attempted to
sink a pinecone.
After several
tries he stated,
“The pinecone
don’t sink”

Everyone enjoyed
the chance to
connect with
nature. We always
enjoy the
opportunity to
interact in a hands-
on way with the
properties of water,
too!

Contributed by Katie Sharp and Joy Ritchie

Toddler B kept busy this week with a focus
on seeds. To help us get started, we read
some really good books about nature and
seeds...“One Little Seed,”“This is Your
Garden” and “Monk Camps Out”

We were so motivated about seeds that we
had to explore them for ourselves so we
went on a seed hunt on the Preschool side of
the Nature Explore Classroom. We found
many tiny seeds on all the beautiful flowers.
We also visited the greenhouse and had
great opportunities to handle all different
kinds of seeds. Thursday we made a special
trip to Hazel Abel Park and enjoyed noticing
seeds along the way.

Contributed by Amy Jensen

(continued)



“Let’s Celebrate” Week Continues with Creating Joy and Laughter For Each Other

Preschoolers

Preschool groups have been busy getting
ready for their “un-birthday” party Friday.
(The Kindergarten and First Grade children
created games for the Preschoolers to play
with them.) The rooms are decorated with
calculator-tape streamers that the children

have colored.
Atticus used lots
of colors on his
and Zoey used
her streamer
decoration to tell
her story of
going down the
slide with her
mom at the
bottom to catch
her and her dad
watching.

The children also used red and blue paint to
create fireworks pictures. Some of them
mixed the red and blue together to make
their fireworks purple.

Children also celebrated the Nature Explore
Classroom as they excitedly investigated the
plants and climbing areas!

Contributed by Cindy Heinzman and Heather Guess

Staff Birthdays

Cami Burchett July7
Barb Jensen July 15
Denise Topil July 21
Kathy Tichota July 22
Tara Hild August 7
Kristi Reitz August 13
Chris Dickhaut August 16
Sue Erdkamp August 17
Ann Watt August 19

Photographs contributed by Denise Topil, Joy
Ritchie, Katie Sharp,and Beth Pauley.

Kindergarten - First Grade

The K-1 Group created a celebration for the
Preschoolers this week with the theme
“Attractions of Lincoln.” The children
received Passports from the Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce, which helped them
generate ideas to make their list of important
places to create. They constructed a zoo,
swimming area, golf courses, a food area,
theatres, the Capitol, parks and bike paths.

The zoo had an entrance, exit, toy store,
petting zoo, trees for shade and a sign-in
area. The swimming area included water
paths made with marble works. Children
created two miniature golf courses, one
intermediate and one advanced. The State
Capitol was located in the art area, created
by red, white and blue mosaic art and tall
play dough towers. To represent the bike
paths children designed a maze. The maze
included a dark area to move with glow
sticks and flashlights.

Preston thought this week took “brain
power” and Jackson thought everyone put
forth lots of “effort.” This week was
definitely a child-initiated week!

Contributed by Joyce White and Kathy Marshall

Second - Fifth Grade

The older children spent most of their week
discovering their abilities to problem-solve,
use teamwork, act on their environment
and share information with each other.

The fairy house theme continued this week
as the children created fairy boats with the
goal of seeing how far they would float
down Antelope Creek. They began their
adventure at Antelope Park and followed
their boats toward the Lincoln Children’s
Zoo. Many of the boats reached the end!

The children, with some of their K-1

(cont.)

friends, revisited Antelope Creek Thursday
with nets and a thirst for discovery. They
encountered challenges of how to dip their
nets into the water without falling in. By
using teamwork, they were able to reach
areas they wouldn’t have been able to get to
on their own. Zoey and Cady applauded
Erin for crossing the creek the first time on
her own. Madisyn was slipping on the rocks
and a friend came over to help her. Her
drawing (below) documents rocks
splashing in the creek and a bird drinking.
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The children acted on their environment by
noticing the sound of the water moving.
Sunho said “It sounds like a rain forest
waterfall” And Olivia wanted to clean up
the litter. They made mini-islands with
sand and watched how they were affected
by the running water. John picked up pieces
of sand and poured them in a bottle while
Sarah collected a water sample.

The children also encountered life in and
around the water like a yellow spider and
butterflies and found minnows in the water.
They were also very fascinated by the
leeches and had lengthy discussions about
them. Jacobsen noticed they swam well!

Contributed by Holly Murdoch

Nature Explore™ Classrooms are part of a national initiative that we are working with in partnership with the Arbor Day Foundation.

Newsletters and Program information can be found on-line ...
www.dimensionsfoundation.org or www.firstplymouth.org
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